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Song Choice Tips

A message from Sean Ruane (competition adjudicator 2023 and 2024)

Here are my tips for participating choirs:

Choose a song suited to the strengths of your choir in terms of pitch, range, musicality
and energy.

Practice, Practice, Practice! Encourage individual practice, be it quietly going over
words or singing their part to family members.

Build up stamina and resilience as though each rehearsal was on a stage or in front of
an audience, perform it to the school/parents in advance of the competition day so they
experience the excitement of performing.

Communication is key, channelling the emotions of the piece and enabling the choir to
deliver this to their audience.

Remember if you are using a backing track, this must be purely instrumental and not
contain any vocals, so that we can hear your singing and not the artist on the track!

Excitement on the day is to be expected and with it being a competition adrenaline and
tensions will be high but please remember to enjoy yourselves and have fun!



